
 
 

 
Wind Chill Safety Protocol 

Definition of Wind Chill 

Wind chill is the cooling sensation caused by the combined effects of temperature and wind.  It is a 
feeling, not a real temperature.  

Guiding Principles 

Student safety is the number one priority. Consider all of the following factors before deciding 
whether it is safe for children to be outdoors in the cold.  

• Are the students dressed in warm clothing, with good protection for their heads, hands and 
feet? 

• How long will the students be outside? 

• Will they be standing still or active and generating heat? 

• Is the area exposed to the wind? Is it sunny or shaded? (The sun may lessen the effects of 
the wind chill a little.) 

The following chart is based on guidelines from Environment Canada. Keep in mind that the 
guidelines were developed for healthy adults; young children may be more sensitive to the cold. 
 

 If the wind chill 
is… 

then… 

0C to  –20C take care in deciding whether it is appropriate to send students 
outside (see the factors listed above) 

–21C to –27C seriously consider whether it is appropriate to send students 
outside 

below –27C do not send students outside 

 

Because dressing appropriately is one of the most important ways to keep safe in cold 
weather, please remind students and parents through your school newsletter or other forms 
of communication. 
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